5 Day Devotional

Day 1: When the Storm Hits

Devotional

Nobody signs up for a storm. Whether it is a broken relationship, a financial crisis, a health scare, or a
season that just will not let up, storms have a way of making us feel like everything is spinning out of
control. And in those moments, the first question we usually ask is, "Why is this happening to me?"
But here is the thing. That question rarely brings peace. It usually just brings more frustration.

In Acts 27, Paul finds himself on a ship headed to Rome, and a violent storm called Euroclydon takes
over. The crew panics. They throw cargo overboard. They lose all hope. But Paul does not lose his
footing, because Paul knows something the rest of the crew does not. God is still in control.

That truth is not just for Paul. It is for you, right now, in whatever you are walking through.

When things feel like they are falling apart, the anchor your soul needs is the simple, steady reminder
that God has not fallen apart. He is not surprised by your storm. He is not scrambling for a solution.

He is present, He is purposeful, and He is working.

You do not have to have all the answers today. You just have to hold on to the One who does.

Bible Verse

"But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, struck down from the land." - Acts 27:14

Reflection Question

When your circumstances feel out of control, what does your first instinct reveal about where you are
placing your trust?

Quote

"When things fall apart, you gotta remember that God hasn't. That he's still in control."

Prayer
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Lord, when the storms of life feel overwhelming, remind me that You are still in control. Help me to
anchor my soul in Your presence rather than my circumstances. Amen.
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Day 2: Built for the Storm

Devotional

There is something a calm, easy season simply cannot do in you. It cannot build the kind of faith that
holds when everything shakes. It cannot produce the depth of trust that only comes from walking
through something hard and discovering that God was there the whole time.

That is not a comfortable truth. But it is a freeing one.

In Acts 27, the storm Paul faced was not a detour from God's plan. It was part of it. God had already
told Paul He would stand before Caesar in Rome. The storm did not cancel that promise. It just
changed the route. And along the way, God was doing something in Paul and through Paul that

smooth sailing never could have produced.

The same is true for you. The difficulty you are facing right now is not evidence that God has
forgotten you or stepped away. It is often the very place where He does His deepest work.

Instead of asking "Why is this happening?" try shifting to a different question: "What are You building
in me through this, Lord?" That small shift in perspective can change everything. It moves you from a

victim of your circumstances to a participant in something God is doing on purpose.

Your storm has a purpose. And so do you.

Bible Verse

"And when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of
our being saved was at last abandoned." - Acts 27:20

Reflection Question

What might God be trying to build in your character or faith through the difficulty you are currently
facing?

Quote

"God is building something in you that calm weather can't do."

Prayer
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Father, help me to see my storm through Your eyes. Give me the courage to ask not just why, but
what You are doing in me through this season. Amen.
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Day 3: Stay in the Word

Devotional

When a storm hits, the last thing most of us feel like doing is opening our Bible. We are exhausted.
We are overwhelmed. We just want the storm to stop.

But here is what Paul models in Acts 27 that is worth paying attention to. In the middle of chaos,
when the crew had given up all hope, Paul stood up and spoke the Word of God. He had received a
message from an angel, and he did not keep it to himself. He declared it out loud, with confidence, to
everyone on that ship.

"Take heart. Be of good cheer. Your mission and your purpose is not done."

That word brought calm to panicking people. It brought direction when there was none. It brought
hope when hope had run out.

God's Word does the same thing for you. When you are in the middle of a storm, the Bible is not just a
comfort. It is a compass. It tells you who God is, what He has promised, and how to take the next step
when you cannot see the shore.

You do not have to read for hours. Even a few verses, read slowly and honestly, can be the lifeline you
need. Stay in the Word. Let it speak to you. God is still speaking, and He has something to say to you
in this season.

Bible Verse

"Yet now | urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship." -
Acts 27:22

Reflection Question

How consistently are you turning to God's Word during hard seasons, and what is one practical step
you could take this week to make that a priority?

Quote

"Listen to God's counsel now. Take heart. Be of good cheer. Your mission and your purpose isn't
done."

Prayer
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Lord, open my heart to Your Word in this storm. Speak to me through Scripture and give me the clarity
and courage | need to keep going. Amen.
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Day 4: Don't Jump Ship

Devotional

When things get hard, the temptation to escape is real. We start looking for the exit. We tell ourselves
it would just be easier to walk away, whether from a marriage, a commitment, a calling, or a
community.

In Acts 27, some of the sailors tried exactly that. While the storm was raging, they quietly lowered a
lifeboat and tried to slip away under the cover of darkness. It looked like a plan. It felt like survival. But

Paul saw it for what it was: fear disguised as wisdom.

He told the soldiers, "Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved." The lifeboat was cut
loose, and everyone stayed.

Sometimes the bravest thing you can do is stay. Stay in the hard conversation. Stay committed to the
process. Stay where God has placed you, even when it is uncomfortable, even when you cannot see

how it is going to work out.

Leaving before God says to move is not faith. It is fear. And fear will always offer you a way out that
looks reasonable but leads you away from where God is working.

Wait on Him. Trust His timing. The shore is coming, and He will tell you when it is time to move.

Bible Verse

"And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship's boat into the
sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow." - Acts 27:30

Reflection Question

Is there an area of your life right now where fear is tempting you to escape rather than trust God and
stay the course?

Quote

"Don't move until the Lord tells you to move."

Prayer
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God, give me the courage to stay where You have placed me and the wisdom to wait on Your timing
rather than running ahead in fear. Amen.
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Day 5: Brokenness Leads to Blessing

Devotional

At the end of Acts 27, the ship is destroyed. It runs aground, the waves beat it apart, and everyone has
to swim or float to shore on broken pieces of the wreckage. It is not a pretty ending for the ship. But
every single person on board makes it to land alive, exactly as God promised.

God let the ship break so that everyone would be saved.

That is a powerful picture of how God often works. He allows things to fall apart, not to destroy you,
but to bring you to the only thing that was ever truly sufficient: Himself. The broken pieces are not the
end of the story. They are often the very things He uses to carry you to shore.

Whatever has broken in your life, your plans, your health, your relationships, your confidence, God is
not done. Paul's ministry continued in chapter 28. New doors opened. New people were reached. The
storm did not end his purpose. It expanded it.

You are not defined by what has broken. You are carried by a God who redeems broken things and
turns them into something beautiful. Hold on to Jesus. He is your hope in the storm, and He has not

let go of you.

The shore is closer than you think.

Bible Verse

"But the soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and escape. But the
centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could
swim to jump overboard first and make for the land." - Acts 27:42

Reflection Question

Where in your life do you need to trust that God can bring blessing out of what feels completely
broken?

Quote

“In God's plan, brokenness leads to blessing."

Prayer

Page 9 of 10



Father, | trust You with the broken pieces of my life. Remind me that You are enough, and that Your
plan for me is not finished. Amen.

Page 10 of 10



